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ABOUT THIS PRESENTATION 

In this paper we present the “Sub-national Human Development Index” (SHDI), an index of human development that 
translates UNDP’s HDI to the subnational level for 1550+ areas within 160 countries representing over 99% of the 
world population between 2000 and 2017. This wealth of information opens the possibility of performing many kinds 
of policy relevant analyses that were previously unavailable. Firstly, we can document the SHDI variation and trends 
across the world, an issue that allows uncovering within-country variations that would otherwise be concealed under 
traditional HDI values at national level. Secondly, we can study global inequality levels for the SHDI distribution as 
well as its three subcomponents (health, education and standard of living). Thirdly, pockets of very low human 
development can be identified, so that resources can be directed to situations where they are mostly needed. 
Fourthly, we can decompose global inequality in the SHDI distribution in its between- and within-country 
components. Given these possibilities, the SHDI can be extremely valuable for policy makers and researchers 
across the globe. 
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Iñaki Permanyer is a Ramón y Cajal research fellow working in the Center for Demographic Studies (CED) since 
2010. With a degree in Mathematics, he holds a PhD in Demography from the Autonomous University of Barcelona 
(UAB) since 2007. Before coming to the CED, he has worked in the UAB Economics Department (2000-2008), in the 
Institute for Economic Analysis (IAE-CSIC, 2007-2008) and in the Department of City and Regional Planning in 
Cornell University (2008-2010). He has been awarded with several research grants, like the Fulbright Fellowship, the 
Juan de la Cierva and the Ramón y Cajal fellowships and, more recently, a Starting Grant from the European 
Research Council. He has more than twenty publications in top field journals like the Journal of Development 
Economics, World Development, Population and Development Review, Demography or Demographic Research.  
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